
33rd Congress of the International Organization for Succulent Plant Study (IOS)
7-12 April, 2014
Desert Botanical Garden, Phoenix, Arizona

We are excited to announce that the 33rd IOS Congress will be held at the Desert Botanical Garden,
Phoenix, Arizona, U.S.A., as part of the celebrations commemorating the Garden’s 75th Anniversary.
The conference program includes a keynote speaker, oral and poster presentations, exhibits and fieldtrips.
Special one-day symposia dealing with the subfamilies Opuntioideae (Cactaceae) and Agavoideae
(Asparagaceae) will be held during the conference. Tours of the Garden’s exhibits and propagation areas will
be conducted by Desert Botanical Garden staff, in both English and Spanish. Accommodations will be at nearby
hotels and you will be asked to book your own reservations directly with the hotel.
Transportation to and from the meetings will be provided to selected hotels. At the time of the conference
Desert Botanical Garden will be featuring Chihuly in the Garden, a spectacular art exhibit by American glass
artist Dale Chihuly.

Congress organizers
DESERT BOTANICAL GARDEN MISSION:
The Garden’s commitment to the community is to advance excellence in 
education, research, exhibition and conservation of desert plants of the
world with emphasis on the Southwestern United States. We will ensure 
that the Garden is always a compelling attraction that brings to life the 
many wonders of the desert.
THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR SUCCULENT PLANT STUDY (IOS)
promotes the study and conservation of succulent and allied plants world-
wide and encourages collaboration among professionals and amateurs.

Contact address and questions
Please direct all inquiries to the organizers: Raul Puente-Martinez, rpuente@dbg.org and Andrew Salywon, 
asalywon@dbg.org, Desert Botanical Garden, 1201 N. Galvin Parkway, Phoenix, AZ 85008
OR Dr. David Hunt, IOS Secretary, dh@newcactuslexicon.org.
Registration fees
Early registration (before 2/15/2014): $250 / Regular registration (after 2/15/2014): $350
Registration fee includes: access to all conference sessions, program, abstract book, reusable water bottle, 
t-shirt, daily lunch, snacks, coffee/tea service, tours of Wallace Desert Gardens, Desert Botanical Garden, 
opening and closing receptions. 
Please download the Registration Form, fill it out and email it as an attachment to Christina Carlson,ccarlson@dbg.org
or register by phone at 1+480 481.8176. Registration may be paid by credit card (VISA, MasterCard, American 
Express, and Discover) or cash at the registration desk.



Congress topics
Morphology, Systematics, Molecular Biology, Conservation, Ecology, Plant Physiology, Propagation and 
Landscape Uses. Additionally, special symposia on the subfamilies Opuntioideae (Cactaceae) and Agavoideae 
(Asparagaceae) will be held during the second day of the conference.

Fieldtrips
MID CONGRESS FIELDTRIP:
A morning tour of the spectacular Wallace Desert Gardens in Scottsdale, AZ  wallacedesertgardens.org
with a walk in the 78 acres Wallace Desert Preserve. This is an excellent opportunity to see Sonoran Desert 
wildflowers and cacti and succulents such as: Carnegiea gigantea, Ferocactus cylindraceus, Mammillaria 
grahamii, Opuntia engelmannii, O. phaeacantha, Cylindropuntia acanthocarpa, C. spinosior, and Yucca 
baccata. The afternoon session will return to Desert Botanical Garden for lunch and guided tour of the
Garden’s world class collection of cacti and succulents, including propagation areas and greenhouses. 
POST-CONFERENCE FIELDTRIP:
12 - 14 April - three-day excursion (3 days and 2 nights) to visit the Grand Canyon National Park, nps.gov/grca.
It will include stops at sites in central and northern Arizona to see cacti (Cylindropuntia acanthocarpa, 
C. leptocaulis, C. spinosior, C. whipplei, Opuntia engelmannii, O. phaeacantha, O. chlorotica, O. polyacantha, 
O. basilaris, Ferocactus cylindraceus, F. eastwoodii, Coryphantha vivipara, etc.) and agaves, including Agave
chrysantha, A. verdensis, A. parryi and Yucca baccata, Y. angustissima, etc.
Cost per person: $500 (double room occupancy) or $700 (single room occupancy) Lodging is at Yavapai Lodge,
grandcanyonlodges.com/yavapai-lodge. Meals are not included (except snacks on the bus) to provide partici-
pants with greater freedom to enjoy other dining options.

Monday 7: 
Tuesday 8: 

Wednesday 9: 
Thursday 10: 

Friday 11: 
Saturday 12 - 
Monday 14:

Pre-registration. IOS Board Meeting
Registration, Welcome, lecture session and reception
Lectures and Opuntioideae and Agavoideae Symposia
Mid-conference field trip to Wallace Desert Garden and Desert Botanical Garden.
Lectures, poster session, closing ceremony and banquet
Post-congress field trip to Grand Canyon National Park

General Program

Hotel accommodations
It is the responsibility of each individual to make his or her own hotel reservations. If booking at the 
Conference Hotel (Hotel Indigo Scottsdale), please mention that you are an IOS Congress participant 
when making reservations

Hotel Indigo Scottsdale, hotelindigo.com/Scottsdale, is located in trendy Old Town Scottsdale, within walking
distance of the area's outstanding dining, entertainment, sports, spas, shopping and galleries. Hotel Indigo is
just minutes from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport (PHX) and numerous popular destinations such as Arizona State
University (ASU), Salt River Baseball Fields, Scottsdale Stadium and Desert Botanical Garden. The rate is $119
per night. The rate is applicable for both single and double occupancy. Please call 1-877 270.1392 to make
your room reservations. 4415 North Civic Center Plaza Scottsdale, Arizona 85251
Transportation:
Shuttle services to and from the Garden will be provided. A shuttle schedule will be provided at time of registration.

Hotel Indigo
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GENERAL INFORMATION
The Desert Botanical Garden is situated in Papago Park, Phoenix, just off Galvin Parkway (64th Street), 
near the city’s boundary with Scottsdale. It is approximately a 10 minute drive from Sky Harbor Airport.
For directions check our website, dbg.org or you may telephone 480 941.1225.
Special Accommodations
The Garden has available wheelchairs, electric scooters and strollers, for you to use while at the Garden. 
Please let us know on your registration form if you will need special accommodations.
Weather and Clothing
Normal temperatures for April reach about 80° F (27° C) during the day, dropping to about 50° F (10° C) at
night. Occasional rain or windy conditions are possible during the spring months in the Sonoran Desert; thus,
warm weather clothing is appropriate. No events will require formal wear. It is strongly advised that you bring 
a light jacket and field boots for excursions. Sun protection is essential! This should include sunglasses, 
sunscreen lotion, lip balm and head gear.
Flowers
April is the optimum month for spring wildflowers (provided there have been rains) and for many cacti. It is still
early for some of the columnar cacti. The Garden’s wildflower bed should be at its peak bloom during this time,
as should be many of the cactus plantings.
Meals
Conference lunches are included in the registration fee. Please specify if you need vegetarian food or have any
food allergies. For other dining options at the Garden, the restaurant and bar Gertrude’s is located near the
Garden’s entrance and is open from 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. See website, 
gertudes.com for menu.
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ORAL PRESENTATIONS AND POSTER SUBMISSION
Oral presentations and posters for the IOS Congress are solicited from IOS members and other invited 
participants. A scientific committee will review abstracts submitted for acceptance. Submission of paper 
and poster abstracts for publication in the Congress Program Booklet must be by electronic submission. 
The paper title and abstract should be sent either embedded in the text of an e-mail message, or 
as an attachment (Word) to an e-mail message and submitted to the conveners, Andrew Salywon, 
asalywon@dbg.org and Raul Puente, rpuente@dbg.org. 

Information to submit should include:
a) TITLE: The title information should be submitted as follows:
1) Contributed Paper Title 
2) Author(s)’ surname, first name, initials (Please asterisk (*) the name of the presenting author 

in multi-authored papers.)
3) Institution(s)
4) Email (s)
5) Indicate if oral or poster presentation 

b) ABSTRACT: The abstract should be an informative account of the major points of the paper being 
presented, and should include methodology, a summary of the data, and major conclusions. All 
scientific names should be italicized, and family affiliations noted where relevant. Maximum length 
of the abstract text is 300 words. 
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